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ITôS STILL A DILBERT WORLD

Traditional Reliability Methods and ñHallucinated Assumptionsò still 

dominate the world of reliability engineering
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Electronics Long Life Entitlement

Life entitlement of most electronics 

systems significantly exceed 

technological obsolescence

Our reliable kitchen Radio

ÅVintage 1978 -7 transistors 

and 1 IC

ÅMild Thermal cycling, 

Acoustic vibration included 

Å~35 years of reliable 

serviceéan ñArrhenius 

headache?ò
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Itôs Still Working?
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Itôs aSONY! 
(this is NOT an endorsement of the reliability of Sony products)

ñWe still have a headache with Arrheniusò* 

was attributed to Takehisa Okada, Senior General Manager of Sony Corporation, when 

asked about Sonyôs perspective on reliability prediction methods during a U.S. Japanese 

Technology Evaluation Center visit.[1] 
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§ Pentium III PC in barn-Dell 110 Gx Optiplex - MP3 

Audio Files, and Internet Surfing and Internet Radio.

§ System Purchased used for $100 

§ 2001 vintage, 10 years total service ~ 5 in ñbarn-useò

§ Still working fine today ïpainfully slow, but works!

Life!
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HALT is not 
§A ñLifeò test ïthere is no single or combined 

accelerated ñLife testò that can provide a  

ñlifetimeò equivalence

Si IC
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